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    Bill Law


Senate

	Standing Committee:

Subject matter committees to which bills are sent to be reviewed and considered based on their topics.  There are 19 standing committees in the House of Reps.
	Why does Congress do most of

 its work in committees?
 Too many bills, too many
 people.  This division of labor
 allows Congress to deal with

 thousands of bills each year.
	Standing Committee:

Similar to the House, the Senate has 16 of its own standing committees organized around different topics to review the bills that Senators introduce.
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	Sub-Committee:

Smaller sub-divisions of standing committees which do most of the actual work on bills.  They peform the Three R’s:  RESEARCH and REVISE bills and then REPORT back to their standing committees.
	What happens to the vast majority of the bills proposed each year?  They die in committee.  This is called getting:

            “PIGEONHOLED.”

	Sub-Committee:

Senate sub-committees also do the Three R’s:  RESEARCH, REVISE and REPORT bills back to their standing committees.  Most of the work in Congress is done in these sub-committees.
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	Standing Committee:

Receives the report on a bill from one of its sub-committees and then votes on whether to send the bill forward. A simple majority vote will pass the bill out of committee.  Most bills never get out of the committee process.
	Approximately what % of bills
proposed in Congress actually
become laws?  In most years, less than 5% of the bills that are introduced to Congress become laws.
	Standing Committee:

Senate standing committees also receive reports on bills from their

sub-committees and vote on them.
As in the House, most bills die in committee, but a simple majority

vote will move them forward.
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	House Rules Committee:

A.K.A. the “Traffic Cop” this 13-person committee receives all bills which the various standing committees want to see passed.  This committee controls the House calendar and decides:
1)  which bills get debated when;

2)  the time limit for each debate;

3)  whether changes can be made

     to the bill during the debate.
	 When:  A Conference
  Committee is assembled when
  the House and Senate pass
  different versions of a bill and
  neither will accept the other’s
  version.
	Senate Majority Leader:

Senate Majority Leader is the title given to the Senator who is chosen by the majority party to control the business on the floor of the Senate.  He alone controls the calendar and decides which bills get debated when.  Currently it is:

    CHUCK SCHUMER (D – NY)
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	Debate:  Members particpating in the debate on a bill on the floor of the House cannot waste time talking about whatever they want.  During the debate they must stay:

1) “ON TIME” and

2) “ON TOPIC.”
	 Who:  A joint committee with
  key members from both the
  House and the Senate who
  are knowledegeable about the
  bill in question.
	Debate:  Senators may talk for as long as they like about whatever they like.  This allows the minority party to use a stalling tactic known as the “FILIBUSTER.”  A 3/5 vote (60/100) is needed to get “CLOTURE” and end the debate on a bill.
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	Vote:  A simple majority vote of the members present is needed to pass a bill.  If all are present, the magic number in the House is:
                    218/435
	 Why:  Iron out the differences between the House & Senate versions of a bill and then send a compromise version of the bill back to each house for final approval.
 Nickname:  3rd House of
                        Congress
	Vote:  As in the House, only a simple majority of those present is needed to pass a bill:
                      51/100
(As the President of the Senate, the Vice-President breaks any tie votes which might occur).
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                  President’s Options                 

	1)  Sign:  If the President is willing to accept the bill, he/she signs it and it becomes a law.
2)  Veto:  If the President doesn’t like something about the bill, he/she may VETO it and return it to
                    Congress with a list of objections.  Congress may OVERRIDE this veto with a 2/3 vote in each
                    house.  Historically presidential vetoes are rarely ever overridden.  It has happened less than
                    5% of the time.
3)  Ignore:  The President may ignore a bill which Congress has passed, in which case one of the
                      following two things happens:

                        a)  The Constitution says that after 10 days, an ignored bill will become a law without the
                             president’s signature IFF Congress is still in session at the end of the 10-day period.
OR

                        b)  If Congress adjourns and goes home during the 10-day waiting period, the bill dies (this
                             is called a ‘POCKET VETO’ and it can’t be overridden by Congress since they have
                             gone into adjournment and are no longer even holding meetings).


